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JAVITS

Developing New York's convention center, economy

hen it comes to the successful economic development of the
State of New York, Empire State Development (ESD) is the or-
ganization that is making it happen.

ESD is committed to being recognized on a global scale as the main
driver of economic and job growth in the state while creating strategic
investment opportunities and prosperity. It's the parent organization for
two of New York’s financing entities—the ESD Corporation and the De-
partment of Economic Development.

To ensure constant development in the state for a range of opportuni-
ties, ESD has ten subsidiary corporations. The Convention Center Devel-
opment Corporation is one of these, and its job is to renovate and expand
the existing Jacob K. Javits Convention Center on Manhattan's west side.
When the expansion’s complete, the Javits Center will have more modern
spaces that can accommodate larger events than it ever could before.

“Javits is just one element of New York's economic development, but
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it's certainly a major engine of economic development for both the city
and the state,” says Barbara Lampen, President of the Convention Center
Development Corporation. “However, it's only part of a multipronged
approach that the state has to economic viability, making New York hos-
pitable for incoming business, business retention, and acquisitions and
grants on the local and statewide level, to name a few."”

Clearly, ESD is a multifaceted, progressive organization. It was origi-
nally formed in 1995 when the ESD Corporation and the Job Development
Authority were consolidated to increase efficiency and reduce overhead. It
now offers a number of services for businesses, ranging from loans and
tax credits to technical assistance. It's not unusual to see ESD helping new
companies bring old facilities back to life, supporting nanotech research
or renovating older communities.

With three main headquarters in Albany, Buffalo and New York City,
ESD works closely with local public and private sectors to spur innova-







